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MUSIC LEGAL SERVICES
FREE TEMPLATE
Band Agreement
An agreement between the members of a band setting out who owns the name, how decisions are made, how money is split and what happens when someone joins or leaves.
How to use this template
Most bands never write anything down until something goes wrong. Without an agreement, the law will usually treat a band that plays for money as a partnership under the Partnership Act 1890, which means equal shares, equal say and the risk that one member leaving can bring the whole arrangement to an end. This template lets you decide those things for yourselves while everyone is still getting on.
Fill in every item in square brackets. Where the template gives you a choice, such as [EQUAL SHARES / SHARES IN SCHEDULE 1], pick one and delete the others. Schedule 1 lists the members and their shares, and Schedule 2 is a register of shared gear. Keep the gear register up to date, because it is the part most likely to matter if the band splits.
Songwriting is kept separate from band income on purpose. The person or people who write a song own their share of it, whoever happens to be in the band. Use a separate split sheet for each song so that writer shares are recorded at the time.
The template is written for two to six members. The signature page has blocks for four members: add or delete blocks so that every member signs. A member under 18 should not sign without a parent or guardian taking advice, as the agreement may not be binding on them.
Get the finished agreement checked by a qualified legal adviser if the band is signing a record, publishing or management deal, setting up a limited company, taking on significant debt or finance for equipment, or if any member is putting in much more money than the others.
Text in square brackets, such as [NAME], is for you to fill in or choose. Delete the brackets and any options that do not apply. This template is written for the law of England and Wales and for a typical situation. If yours is unusual, or a lot of money depends on it, have it checked before anyone signs. Roberts Crawford will check a completed copy for a fixed fee.

THIS AGREEMENT is dated [DATE]
PARTIES
(1) [FULL LEGAL NAME] of [ADDRESS] (Member 1);
(2) [FULL LEGAL NAME] of [ADDRESS] (Member 2);
(3) [FULL LEGAL NAME] of [ADDRESS] (Member 3); and
(4) [FULL LEGAL NAME] of [ADDRESS] (Member 4),
each a Member and together the Members.
Add or delete parties so that every current member of the band is listed. The template works for two to six members.
BACKGROUND
(A) The Members perform, record and promote music together under the name [BAND NAME] (the Band).
(B) The Members wish to record how the Band is owned and run, how its income and expenses are shared, and what happens when a member joins or leaves or the Band comes to an end.
AGREED TERMS
1. Definitions and interpretation
0. In this agreement the following words have the following meanings:
1. Band Account: the bank account held in the name of the Band or for the Band under clause 9;
1. Band Equipment: the equipment, instruments, vehicles and other property owned by the Members jointly for the purposes of the Band, as listed in Schedule 2 and updated from time to time;
1. Band Income: all money received by or on behalf of the Band from live performances, recordings, merchandise, sponsorship, synchronisation of Band Recordings, crowdfunding, grants and any other activity of the Band, but excluding Songwriting Income;
1. Band Recordings: all sound recordings and audiovisual recordings made by or for the Band while a person is a Member, including demos, live recordings and videos;
1. Band Name: the name [BAND NAME], any logo, artwork, domain names and social media accounts associated with it, and any registered or unregistered trade mark in it;
1. Leaving Date: the date on which a person ceases to be a Member under clause 11 or clause 12;
1. Majority Decision: a decision approved by [MORE THAN HALF / AT LEAST TWO THIRDS] of the Members for the time being;
1. Net Band Income: Band Income less the expenses properly paid or payable under clause 9;
1. Share: the share of Net Band Income set out against each Member’s name in Schedule 1;
1. Songwriting Income: all income from the copyright in musical works and lyrics written by any Member, including publishing income, mechanical royalties and performance royalties payable to writers and publishers, but not including income from Band Recordings themselves;
1. Unanimous Decision: a decision approved in writing by every Member for the time being, excluding any Member who has given notice to leave or is the subject of a removal decision under clause 12.
0. A reference to writing includes email and messages in a group chat used by all the Members, provided the message identifies the decision being made. Clause headings do not affect interpretation.
1. Relationship between the Members
1. The Members carry on the business of the Band together in [PARTNERSHIP / THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURE: [DETAILS]]. To the extent that the Members are partners, this agreement sets out the terms of their partnership and overrides any provision of the Partnership Act 1890 that is inconsistent with it.
1. The Band shall not be dissolved by a Member leaving, being removed, dying or becoming bankrupt. The remaining Members shall continue the Band in accordance with this agreement unless a decision is made to wind up the Band under clause 13.
1. No Member may sign any contract, take on any debt or make any commitment in the name of the Band with a value above [AMOUNT] without a Majority Decision, or in the case of matters listed in clause 4.3, a Unanimous Decision.
1. Each Member shall be responsible for their own income tax and National Insurance on their Share and shall keep such records as they need for that purpose.
1. Band Name
2. The Band Name is owned by [THE MEMBERS JOINTLY IN EQUAL SHARES / THE MEMBERS IN THEIR SHARES / [NAME OF MEMBER]] and is held for the benefit of the Band while the Band continues.
2. No Member may register the Band Name as a trade mark, company name or domain name in their own name, or grant any third party a right to use it, without a Unanimous Decision. Any registration made by a Member shall be held on trust for the owners identified in clause 3.1.
2. The login details for all social media, streaming, website and email accounts connected with the Band Name shall be shared with at least two Members and recorded in a place all Members can access.
2. A Member who leaves or is removed has no right to use the Band Name, or any name confusingly similar to it, after the Leaving Date, except that they may describe themselves accurately as a former member of the Band (for example, “formerly of [BAND NAME]”) in biographies and promotional material.
Drafting choice: some bands give the name to a founder who keeps it if the band splits. If so, say so clearly in clause 3.1 and amend clause 13.4 to match.
1. Decision making
3. Day to day matters, such as accepting a booking within the Band’s usual fee range, setting rehearsal times and posting on social media, may be dealt with by any Member or by the Member responsible for that area under clause 4.4.
3. Unless this agreement says otherwise, all other decisions shall be made by Majority Decision.
3. The following decisions require a Unanimous Decision:
3. changing the Band Name or permitting anyone else to use it;
3. signing any recording, publishing, management, agency or distribution agreement, or any agreement lasting more than [12] months;
3. changing the Shares in Schedule 1;
3. admitting a new Member;
3. borrowing money, buying Band Equipment on finance or spending more than [AMOUNT] on any single item;
3. forming a limited company or other entity to carry on the business of the Band; and
3. amending this agreement.
3. The Members may agree from time to time that particular Members take responsibility for particular areas, such as bookings, finance, social media or equipment. Those responsibilities are recorded in Schedule 1 and may be changed by Majority Decision.
3. Any Member may call a band meeting on [SEVEN] days’ notice. Meetings may be held in person or by video call. Decisions may also be made in writing without a meeting.
3. If the Members are evenly split on a Majority Decision, the proposal is treated as rejected and may be raised again after [14] days.
1. Band Income and Shares
4. All Band Income shall be paid into the Band Account. No Member may keep Band Income paid to them personally and any Member who receives Band Income shall pay it into the Band Account within [SEVEN] days.
4. Net Band Income from live performances shall be divided [IN EQUAL SHARES BETWEEN THE MEMBERS WHO PERFORMED AT THE RELEVANT ENGAGEMENT / IN THE SHARES SET OUT IN SCHEDULE 1]. A Member who does not perform at an engagement and arranges a deputy shall be responsible for paying the deputy [FROM THEIR OWN SHARE / FROM BAND INCOME].
4. Net Band Income from Band Recordings and merchandise shall be divided in the Shares set out in Schedule 1 between the persons who were Members when the relevant recording was made or the relevant merchandise was produced.
4. All other Net Band Income shall be divided in the Shares set out in Schedule 1.
4. Distributions shall be made [MONTHLY / QUARTERLY / AFTER EACH ENGAGEMENT] after setting aside a reserve of [PERCENTAGE] per cent of Net Band Income for future expenses, or such other reserve as is agreed by Majority Decision.
4. The Member responsible for finance shall provide every Member with a written statement of income, expenses and distributions at least every [THREE] months. Any Member may inspect the Band Account records on reasonable notice.
1. Songwriting
5. Songwriting Income is not Band Income. The copyright in each musical work and lyric belongs to the Member or Members who wrote it, in the proportions agreed between them and recorded on a split sheet signed at or soon after the time the work is written.
5. Where no split sheet is signed, the Members who contributed to the writing of a work shall be presumed to own it [IN EQUAL SHARES / IN SUCH SHARES AS THEY AGREE IN WRITING], unless a Member can show a different agreement.
5. Each writer is responsible for registering their own share of each work with their performing right society and, where relevant, their publisher.
5. Each writer grants the Band a non exclusive licence to perform, record and release each work written while they are a Member, as part of the Band’s activities. That licence survives the writer leaving the Band in respect of Band Recordings made before the Leaving Date and the live performance of those works, subject always to the writer receiving their Songwriting Income through the usual collection channels.
1. Band Recordings
6. The copyright in Band Recordings, and the rights of the Members as performers in them, shall be owned by [THE MEMBERS AT THE TIME OF RECORDING IN THEIR SHARES / THE BAND COMPANY ONCE FORMED] and exploited for the benefit of the Band.
6. Each Member consents, for the purposes of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, to the recording of their performances as part of the Band and to the exploitation of Band Recordings by the Band in all media. Nothing in this agreement affects any Member’s right to receive equitable remuneration through a collecting society such as PPL.
6. Decisions about releasing, licensing or withdrawing Band Recordings after a Member has left shall be made by the remaining Members, who shall account to the former Member for their share of income under clause 11.5.
1. Band Equipment
7. Equipment owned by an individual Member remains that Member’s property, even if it is used by the Band, unless it is listed in Schedule 2 as Band Equipment.
7. Band Equipment is owned by the Members who contributed to its cost, in proportion to their contributions, or where bought from the Band Account, by the Members at the date of purchase in their Shares. Schedule 2 records who owns what and shall be updated whenever an item is bought, sold or written off.
7. The Member responsible for equipment shall arrange for Band Equipment to be stored safely and insured for its replacement value, the cost being a Band expense.
7. No Member may sell, lend or dispose of Band Equipment without a Majority Decision.
1. Expenses and the Band Account
8. The Members shall open and maintain a bank account in the name of the Band, or in the names of at least two Members as trustees for the Band. Payments above [AMOUNT] require the approval of two Members.
8. The following are Band expenses and shall be paid from the Band Account before Net Band Income is distributed: travel and accommodation for engagements; fees for deputies, crew and sound engineers where agreed; rehearsal and studio costs; marketing, website and distribution costs; insurance; agency and management commission; accountancy fees; and any other expense approved by Majority Decision.
8. A Member who pays a Band expense personally with the approval required by this agreement shall be reimbursed from the Band Account on producing a receipt.
8. If the Band Account does not hold enough money to meet approved expenses, the Members shall contribute the shortfall in their Shares, unless otherwise agreed. Any Member who contributes more than their Share shall be repaid first from future Net Band Income.
8. Each Member is responsible for their own personal costs, including their own instruments not listed in Schedule 2, strings, sticks, personal transport to rehearsals and personal fines.
1. New Members
9. A new Member may be admitted only by Unanimous Decision. Deputies, session players and other musicians engaged for particular engagements are not Members and have no rights under this agreement.
9. A new Member shall sign a deed of adherence agreeing to be bound by this agreement before taking up their Share. Schedule 1 shall be updated to show the new Shares.
9. Unless the Members agree otherwise in writing, a new Member shall have no share in Band Recordings, Band Equipment or the Band Name acquired before they joined, and no share of income from them.
9. The Members may agree a trial period of up to [SIX] months, during which the new Member shall be paid [A SHARE OF LIVE INCOME ONLY / AN AGREED FEE PER ENGAGEMENT] and shall not become a Member until the end of that period.
1. Leaving Members
10. A Member may leave the Band by giving the other Members at least [THREE] months’ written notice. During the notice period the leaving Member shall perform at all engagements already confirmed before notice was given, unless the remaining Members agree otherwise.
10. On the Leaving Date the leaving Member ceases to be a Member and loses any right to take part in decisions, to use the Band Name (except as permitted in clause 3.4) and to share in Band Income earned after the Leaving Date, other than income referred to in clause 11.5.
10. The leaving Member is entitled to receive their Share of Net Band Income earned up to the Leaving Date, less their Share of any liabilities of the Band incurred up to that date, within [60] days after the Leaving Date.
10. In respect of Band Equipment, the remaining Members may choose to buy the leaving Member’s interest at its fair market value, or if they do not, the item shall be sold and the proceeds divided according to ownership. If the Members cannot agree fair market value, it shall be determined by a dealer or valuer agreed between them, whose costs shall be shared equally.
10. The leaving Member shall continue to receive their Share of Net Band Income from Band Recordings made while they were a Member, for so long as those recordings earn income, and shall continue to be credited on those recordings. The leaving Member shall not be liable for the costs of new recordings made after the Leaving Date.
10. The leaving Member keeps all their rights in Songwriting Income, which is not affected by leaving.
10. The leaving Member shall return all Band Equipment, materials, login details and other property of the Band in their possession by the Leaving Date.
10. If a Member dies or becomes permanently unable to perform, they shall be treated as having left on the date of death or the date the Members agree that they are permanently unable to perform, and their entitlements under this clause shall pass to their personal representatives or be paid to them as the case may be.
1. Removal of a Member
11. The other Members may remove a Member by Unanimous Decision (excluding the Member concerned) if that Member:
1. repeatedly fails to attend confirmed engagements or rehearsals without good reason;
1. commits a serious or persistent breach of this agreement which, if capable of remedy, is not remedied within [14] days of written notice;
1. acts fraudulently in relation to Band money or property, or behaves in a way that brings the Band into serious disrepute; or
1. [OTHER AGREED GROUNDS / NO GROUND REQUIRED, ON [THREE] MONTHS’ NOTICE].
11. Before a removal decision is made, the Member concerned shall be told in writing why removal is proposed and given a fair opportunity to respond at a band meeting.
11. A removed Member shall be treated as a leaving Member under clause 11, save that clause 11.1 shall not apply and the Leaving Date shall be the date stated in the removal notice.
1. Winding up
12. The Band may be wound up by Unanimous Decision, or automatically if fewer than two Members remain.
12. On winding up the Members shall fulfil or cancel confirmed engagements by agreement, collect all Band Income due, and pay all debts and liabilities of the Band.
12. Band Equipment shall be sold, or taken by a Member at an agreed value, and the net proceeds together with any money in the Band Account shall be applied first in repaying any Member who has contributed more than their Share under clause 9.4, and then divided according to ownership or Shares as applicable.
12. After winding up, no Member may use the Band Name for a new act without the written consent of all the persons who were Members at the date of winding up. Band Recordings shall continue to be exploited, and income shared, in accordance with clauses 7 and 11.5, and the Members shall agree in writing which of them will manage those recordings.
1. Disputes
13. If a dispute arises between the Members about this agreement or the Band, the Members involved shall first meet within [14] days and try in good faith to resolve it by discussion.
13. If the dispute is not resolved within [28] days of that meeting, any Member may refer it to mediation with [A MEDIATOR AGREED BETWEEN THE MEMBERS / [MEDIATION PROVIDER]]. The cost of the mediator shall be shared equally between the Members involved, unless they agree otherwise.
13. No Member may start court proceedings until the mediation has ended or [42] days have passed since the referral to mediation, except to apply for urgent relief or to protect a legal right before a time limit expires.
1. General
14. Entire agreement. This agreement, together with any split sheets signed by the Members, constitutes the entire agreement between the Members about its subject matter and supersedes any earlier arrangement.
14. Variation. No change to this agreement is effective unless it is in writing and signed by all the Members.
14. Assignment. No Member may assign or transfer their rights or obligations under this agreement without a Unanimous Decision, save that payments due to a Member may be directed to their personal representatives on death.
14. Confidentiality. Each Member shall keep the financial affairs of the Band and the terms of this agreement confidential, except as required by law or for the purpose of obtaining professional advice.
14. Severance. If any provision of this agreement is found to be invalid or unenforceable, it shall be modified to the minimum extent necessary to make it valid, and the rest of the agreement shall not be affected.
14. Waiver. A failure or delay in exercising any right under this agreement is not a waiver of that right.
14. Notices. Notices under this agreement shall be in writing and sent by email to the address given by each Member in Schedule 1, or delivered by hand or by post to the address set out above.
14. Third parties. No person other than the Members has any right under the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999 to enforce any term of this agreement.
14. Counterparts and electronic signature. This agreement may be signed in any number of counterparts and by electronic signature, each of which is an original and which together form one agreement.
14. Governing law and jurisdiction. This agreement and any dispute arising from it shall be governed by the law of England and Wales, and subject to clause 14, the courts of England and Wales shall have exclusive jurisdiction.
Schedule 1: Members, Shares and responsibilities
	Member
	Instrument or role
	Share of Net Band Income
	Area of responsibility
	Email for notices

	[NAME]
	[ROLE]
	[PERCENTAGE] per cent
	[BOOKINGS / FINANCE / SOCIAL MEDIA / EQUIPMENT]
	[EMAIL]

	[NAME]
	[ROLE]
	[PERCENTAGE] per cent
	[AREA]
	[EMAIL]

	[NAME]
	[ROLE]
	[PERCENTAGE] per cent
	[AREA]
	[EMAIL]

	[NAME]
	[ROLE]
	[PERCENTAGE] per cent
	[AREA]
	[EMAIL]



The Shares total 100 per cent.
Schedule 2: Band Equipment register
	Item and serial number
	Date bought
	Cost
	Paid by
	Owned by

	[ITEM]
	[DATE]
	£[AMOUNT]
	[BAND ACCOUNT / MEMBER NAME]
	[ALL MEMBERS IN SHARES / NAMED MEMBERS AND PROPORTIONS]

	[ITEM]
	[DATE]
	£[AMOUNT]
	[PAID BY]
	[OWNED BY]

	[ITEM]
	[DATE]
	£[AMOUNT]
	[PAID BY]
	[OWNED BY]

	[ITEM]
	[DATE]
	£[AMOUNT]
	[PAID BY]
	[OWNED BY]



This agreement has been entered into on the date stated at the beginning of it.
Signature blocks are provided for four members. Add or delete blocks so that every Member listed as a party signs.
Member 1
Signature:	
Name:	
Date:	
Member 2
Signature:	
Name:	
Date:	
Member 3
Signature:	
Name:	
Date:	
Member 4
Signature:	
Name:	
Date:	
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