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MUSIC LEGAL SERVICES
FREE TEMPLATE
Photo and Video Usage Licence
A licence from a photographer or videographer allowing an artist or band to use promotional photos or footage.
How to use this template
Use this licence when a photographer or videographer has shot promotional photos or footage of an artist or band. It sets out what the artist may do with the images, for how long and where, while the photographer keeps the copyright.
Fill in the shoot details table first. Then choose between the options in square brackets, especially whether the licence is exclusive or non exclusive, whether merchandise is included, and whether the licence is perpetual or for a fixed period. Merchandise use is often charged separately, so agree it before the shoot if you can.
The artist is responsible for getting a model release from anyone else in shot, such as dancers, crew or members of the public who can be identified. The photographer may use the images in their own portfolio unless you agree otherwise, and the images may not be used to train AI systems.
If the images are for a major campaign, an album cover or a large merchandise run, or the fee is significant, have the completed licence checked before signing.
Text in square brackets, such as [NAME], is for you to fill in or choose. Delete the brackets and any options that do not apply. This template is written for the law of England and Wales and for a typical situation. If yours is unusual, or a lot of money depends on it, have it checked before anyone signs. Roberts Crawford will check a completed copy for a fixed fee.

THIS LICENCE is dated [DATE]
BETWEEN:
(1) [PHOTOGRAPHER OR VIDEOGRAPHER FULL NAME] [trading as [BUSINESS NAME]] [OR [COMPANY NAME], company number [NUMBER]] of [ADDRESS] (the Creator); and
(2) [ARTIST FULL LEGAL NAME OR BAND NAME AND MEMBERS’ NAMES] of [ADDRESS] (the Artist).
BACKGROUND
(A) The Creator has taken or will take photographs or video footage of the Artist at the shoot described below.
(B) The Creator owns the copyright in that material and has agreed to grant the Artist a licence to use it to promote the Artist on the terms of this licence.
Shoot details
	Date of shoot
	

	Location
	

	Type of material [photographs OR video footage OR both]
	

	Number of final edited images or length of edited footage
	

	Delivery format and resolution
	

	Delivery date
	

	Fee
	£[AMOUNT] [plus VAT]

	Payment due
	

	Credit wording
	Photo: [NAME] OR Video: [NAME]

	Licence type
	[Exclusive OR Non exclusive]

	Territory
	[Worldwide OR [TERRITORY]]

	Licence period
	[Perpetual OR [NUMBER] years from the date of delivery]

	Merchandise use
	[Included OR Not included OR Included for an additional fee of £[AMOUNT]]



1. Definitions
0. In this licence:
1. Material means the edited photographs and footage delivered by the Creator under clause 7, and includes any unedited files the Creator agrees to supply;
1. Licence Period, Territory, Fee and Credit have the meanings given in the shoot details table;
1. Permitted Uses means the uses set out in clause 4; and
1. AI System means any software, model or system that uses machine learning, neural networks or similar techniques to generate, alter or analyse content.
1. Ownership of copyright
1. The Creator owns and keeps all copyright and other intellectual property rights in the Material. Nothing in this licence transfers ownership of those rights to the Artist.
1. The Artist keeps all rights in the Artist’s name, logo, trade marks and performances, and the Creator acquires no rights in them other than as set out in clause 10.
1. Licence
2. In return for payment of the Fee, the Creator grants the Artist [an exclusive OR a non exclusive] licence to use the Material for the Permitted Uses in the Territory for the Licence Period.
2. [Where the licence is exclusive: during the Licence Period the Creator shall not license the Material to any other person, but may use it as permitted by clause 10.]
2. The licence takes effect only when the Fee has been paid in full. Until then the Artist may use the Material only to preview it and select images.
2. The Artist may allow the Artist’s record label, distributor, booking agent, promoters of the Artist’s shows, publicists and the media to use the Material for the Permitted Uses for the sole purpose of promoting the Artist, provided the Credit is given where practicable.
2. The Artist may not sell, sublicense or transfer the Material to any other person except as allowed by clause 3.4.
1. Permitted uses
3. The Permitted Uses are the promotion of the Artist, the Artist’s recordings, performances and activities by the following means:
1. the Artist’s own websites and electronic press kits;
1. the Artist’s social media accounts and paid social media advertising;
1. supply to newspapers, magazines, broadcasters, blogs and other media for editorial coverage of the Artist;
1. posters, flyers, banners and other printed or digital advertising for the Artist’s performances and releases;
1. profile, artist and release artwork on music streaming and download platforms and video sharing platforms;
1. [the cover artwork and packaging of the Artist’s records;] and
1. [merchandise sold by or for the Artist, including clothing, prints and accessories, subject to any additional fee shown in the shoot details table].
3. Any use not listed in clause 4.1, including use in third party advertising, product endorsement or sponsorship, requires the Creator’s prior written consent and may require a further fee.
1. Licence period and territory
4. The licence lasts for the Licence Period and applies in the Territory. Where the Licence Period is perpetual, the licence continues indefinitely unless ended under clause 15.
4. At the end of a fixed Licence Period the Artist shall not create any new use of the Material, but is not obliged to remove posts or content that were lawfully published during the Licence Period, or to withdraw printed items already distributed.
1. Fee and payment
5. The Artist shall pay the Fee in accordance with the shoot details table. If no payment date is stated, the Fee is payable within 30 days of delivery of the Material and receipt of an invoice.
5. If the Creator is registered for VAT, VAT shall be added to the Fee at the applicable rate.
5. The Fee covers the shoot, editing and the licence in clause 3. Any additional retouching, extra images or extended uses requested by the Artist shall be charged at a rate agreed in writing before the work is done.
1. Delivery
6. The Creator shall deliver the Material in the format and resolution set out in the shoot details table by the delivery date, by secure download link or other method agreed between the parties.
6. The Creator shall make an initial selection of images or edit of footage and shall give the Artist a reasonable opportunity to choose the final images or approve the final edit [within the number stated in the shoot details table].
6. The Creator is not obliged to supply unedited or raw files unless agreed in writing. The Creator shall keep a backup copy of the Material for at least [NUMBER] months after delivery.
1. Credit
7. The Artist shall use reasonable endeavours to give the Credit, in the wording shown in the shoot details table, in reasonable proximity to the Material wherever it is practicable to do so, and shall ask third parties using the Material under clause 3.4 to do the same.
7. On social media, a tag of the Creator’s account or a credit in the caption is sufficient. Failure to give the Credit through inadvertence is not a breach of this licence, provided the Artist takes reasonable steps to correct it on request.
1. Edits and retouching
8. The Artist may crop, resize and reformat the Material, add text and logos to it, and make minor colour and exposure adjustments, so long as the result does not distort the Material in a way that is prejudicial to the Creator’s honour or reputation.
8. Any substantial retouching, compositing or alteration of the Material by the Artist or a third party requires the Creator’s prior written consent, which shall not be unreasonably withheld or delayed.
8. The Artist shall not use any AI System to alter, extend or generate new images or footage from the Material without the Creator’s prior written consent.
1. Creator’s own use
9. The Creator may use the Material to promote the Creator’s own business, including in the Creator’s portfolio, website, social media accounts and in competitions and exhibitions, [but not before the Artist’s first public use of the Material OR from [DATE]].
9. The Creator shall not use the Material, or the Artist’s name or likeness, to suggest that the Artist endorses any product or service other than the Creator’s photography or video services, and shall not license the Material for any purpose connected with the Artist without the Artist’s prior written consent.
1. AI training excluded
10. Neither party shall use, or permit any other person to use, the Material, or any part of it, to train, test, fine tune or develop any AI System, or include it in any dataset intended for that purpose.
10. The Artist shall not upload the Material to any service whose terms give the service provider a right to use uploaded content to train an AI System, where that use can reasonably be switched off, without first switching it off.
10. This clause continues to apply after the end of the Licence Period.
1. Model releases
11. The Artist confirms that each person who appears in the Material and can be identified, other than the Creator and the Creator’s staff, is either a member of the Artist or has given written consent to appear in the Material and for it to be used for the Permitted Uses.
11. The Artist shall obtain and keep those written consents and provide copies to the Creator on request. The Creator is not responsible for any claim by a person in shot whose consent the Artist was responsible for obtaining.
1. Moral rights
12. The Creator asserts the Creator’s right to be identified as the author of the Material under section 77 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, subject to the practical arrangements in clause 8.
12. The Creator does not waive the right to object to derogatory treatment of the Material, but agrees that uses allowed by clause 9.1 are not derogatory treatment.
1. Warranties
13. The Creator warrants that the Creator is the author and sole owner of the copyright in the Material, that the Creator has the right to grant this licence, and that the Artist’s use of the Material in accordance with this licence will not infringe the rights of any third party, except in relation to persons in shot covered by clause 12.
13. The Artist warrants that the Artist has authority to enter into this licence and, where the Artist is a group, to bind each member of it.
13. Each party shall compensate the other for any losses, costs and reasonable legal fees arising from a claim by a third party caused by a breach of that party’s warranties in this licence.
13. Neither party is liable to the other for any indirect or consequential loss or loss of profit. Nothing in this licence limits liability for death or personal injury caused by negligence, for fraud, or for any other liability that cannot be limited by law.
1. Termination
14. The Creator may end the licence by written notice if the Artist fails to pay the Fee within 14 days of a written reminder, or uses the Material outside the Permitted Uses and does not stop within 14 days of written notice.
14. On termination under clause 15.1 the Artist shall stop making any new use of the Material and remove it from the Artist’s websites and social media accounts within 14 days.
1. General
15. This licence is the entire agreement between the parties about the Material and replaces any earlier discussions or arrangements, including any standard terms of the Creator not attached to it.
15. No variation of this licence is effective unless it is in writing and signed by both parties. Email exchanges are sufficient to agree additional fees under clause 6.3.
15. If any provision of this licence is found to be invalid or unenforceable, the rest of the licence continues in force.
15. A person who is not a party to this licence has no right under the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999 to enforce any of its terms.
15. Each party shall handle any personal data received under this licence in accordance with the UK General Data Protection Regulation and the Data Protection Act 2018.
15. This licence may be signed in counterparts and by electronic signature.
15. This licence and any dispute arising from it are governed by the law of England and Wales, and the courts of England and Wales have exclusive jurisdiction. Before starting court proceedings the parties shall try in good faith to resolve any dispute by discussion.
Signed by the parties on the date written at the start of this licence.
The Creator
Signature:	
Name:	
Date:	
The Artist
Signature:	
Name:	
Date:	
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